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he J-town Gaslight Festival 
d and ended near the J-town 
ept. 11-18. 



Locals interviewed 
for book on John 

• : ’ * • i 

Sherman Cooper 

m ' 



By ANNE SCHOLTZ HEIM 
Staff Writer 



During the summer of 1992, 

■ Merritt “put out feelers* to see if 

, a book had indeed been done and 

Lexington Herald-Leader if not, how it would be received, 
story editor and former reporter, At that time, he hooked up 
Harry W. Merritt is in the midst L with the University Press of Ken- 
of the hardest assignment of hisV tucky, which had expressed an 
life* a book on the late John Sher- interest in the project. Merritt 
man Cooper, elected by Kentuck- contacted a literary agent, but 
ians to the United States Senate '. there was no interest. The Urn- 
five times. . .’,*.» versity Press was not able to give 

Merritt, 41, is at the tail end of Merritt an advance payment for 
a 15-month leave of absence*, the book, he said. “Its not ever 
without pay, from the paper to . going to be a big moneymaker, 
write a book on the life of the : Instead, Merritt has relied on 

longtime senator from Somerset — , his wife, Susan Zator, to support 
ana several East End residents the couple during his quest for 
are playing a part in it. • information for the book during 

At the age of 10, Merritt his leave from his job. 
recalled, he had “an intense He has tried to get grant 
immersion in politics* . and money for the project, and has 
became fascinated with it, espe- received a total of $9,550 in 
dally liberal Republicans. Cooper • grants and speaking fees since 
was a liberal Republican whom July 1993. Mary Bingham, after 
Merritt described as unique as a^ f ^lWngwthJ^mtt, wrote him a 
senator, especially- from Ken- • *$5,000 check from the Bingham 
tucky i • foundation. ■ *• 1 1 * ^ 

When Merritt came to Ken- . “I got more out of that $5,000, 
tucky in 1980 as a reporter for he said, including several tnps to 
the then-Lexington Leader, he - Washington, a trip to Kansas, 
figured someone was already . one week in Boston and part ot 
doing a Cooper book. . * /See page A-2 
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! tour 

iir of wicked 
tricia O'Brien's 
,unch.' 

lelf, page B-3 



Tale of two teams 

. * ' • * * : » ; • 

Both teams played games last 
weekend, but U of L and UK 
played two different sports. 
See Earl Cox on Sports, page B-l 
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